Abigail Pena
abigail.pena@txstate.edu  732-857-6619

SUMMARY 
I am a specialist in vocal pedagogy, having had my teacher training under the tutelage of the renowned pedagog W. Stephen Smith. In my 13 years of teaching at the university level I have founded and led a young artist voice competition, led recruitment and auditions for a university music department, led and organized a successful high school TMEA All-State choir summer intensive, and served as Lecturer of Voice at both Texas State University and Concordia University. 

EXPERIENCE
LECTURER OF VOICE -TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY - FALL 2024-PRESENT
· Courses taught
-MUSP 1120-1220-3120 Applied Voice Lessons
-MU 4259-5318 Vocal Literature

PROFESSOR OF VOICE - Senior Adjunct -CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY TEXAS - FALL 2015-PRESENT
· Courses taught
-MUS 1119-1219-3219 Applied Voice Lessons
-MUS 2119 Aural Skills II
-MUS 2210 Diction for Singers (English/Italian/Spanish/Ecclesiastical Latin/French/German) 
-MUS 3234 Vocal Pedagogy
· Course Creator for Vocal Pedagogy and Diction for Singers(Fall 2024)
-Worked with Digital Operations to design and build course for Blackboard Ultra learning management system (includes syllabus, textbooks, assignments, tests, PowerPoint presentations and supplemental digital learning tools)
· Developed syllabus for Applied Voice Lessons course and graded students' written work and improvement based on a rubric that incorporates musicianship, performance skills, vocal function and work ethic
· Provided and led studio and master classes 
· Accompanied student lessons on piano
· Prepared students for juries, proficiencies, recitals, and auditions
· Adjudicated departmental juries, proficiencies, and recitals

FACULTY - Texas State University TMEA Choir Camp - SUMMER ’25
· Voice Faculty and Lecturer

FACULTY - High School Summer Music Camp - CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY TEXAS - SUMMER ‘24/’25
· Voice Faculty and Co-Coordinator
· Teaching lessons, directing ensembles, and teaching masterclasses

RECRUITMENT DIRECTOR - MUSIC DEPARTMENT  - CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY TEXAS-2021-2022
· Salesforce/TargetX systems
· Attended meetings and collaborated with Admissions via Microsoft Teams
· Served as liaison with the Admissions Dept.
· Main point of contact for all prospective music majors/minors
· Coordinated and scheduled all Spring auditions
· Adjudicated all Spring auditions, selected accepted applicants, and served as students’ main point of contact 

FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR - CONCORDIA YOUNG VOICES COMPETITION -  CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY TEXAS - 2020-2022
· Created first voice competition of its kind in Central Texas that is geared towards singers in grades 9-12
· Promoted regionally and created network of contact with high school choir directors and music educators throughout Central Texas
· Collaborated with Concordia IT team to create website, programs, promotional materials, and registration systems and payment.
· Hired first round and finals judges to provide feedback to singers
· Have awarded to date nearly $3000 in prize money
· Served as main point of contact
· Hosted and Organized Finalist Concerts
· https://www.concordia.edu/academics/school-of-fine-arts/music/high-school-young-voices-competition.html

ORGANIZER AND INSTRUCTOR - LAST CHANCE CHOIR CAMP 2014-Present -TMEA All-State Preparatory Camp that invites students from grades 9-12 - Concordia University Texas campus
· Event organizer and promoter 
· Soprano instructor for all Sop.1 and Sop.2 voice parts
· Coaching all participants in musicality, history, diction, and healthy vocal production
· https://www.lastchancechoircamp.com

ADJUDICATOR  
· NATS - Texoma Regional Conference - Sam Houston State University - 2024
· Concerto and Aria Competition Preliminaries -  Texas State University - 2024
· TMEA - Texas Music Educators Association - All State Choir Competition
· TAPPS - Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools - Solo and Ensemble Competition
· Vandegrift High School Solo Competition Finals Judge - Leander ISD 
· Westlake High School Solo Vocal Competition - Eanes ISD

ADJUNCT VOICE FACULTY - NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, 2009-2011
· Created syllabus for the course and graded students' written work and improvement
· Assigned appropriate repertoire based on students' musicianship skills and level of vocal function
· Accompanied student lessons on piano

PRIVATE VOICE STUDIO - AUSTIN AND NEW YORK CITY - 2009-PRESENT
· Worked with both local professionals and young children that have ranged in age from 6-Adult, with abilities ranging from beginner to advanced.
· Private voice instruction as contracted by Eanes ISD
· Students have been competition winners in the Schmidt Vocal Competition and NATS Texoma National Competition.
· Students have been admitted to the University of Texas- Butler School of Music,  Indiana University- Jacobs School of Music, University of Michigan, New York University, Baylor University, Oklahoma City University, Interlochen School for the Arts, and the Schmidt Vocal Institute, among others. 


EDUCATION
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, The Steinhardt School, New York, NY
Master of Music, 2011. Summa Cum Laude
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, The Steinhardt School, New York, NY
Certificate of Vocal Pedagogy, 2011
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, The Steinhardt School, New York, NY
Bachelor of Music, 2004. Magna Cum Laude
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY - Summer Voice Institute : “The Naked Voice” - Teacher Apprentice - Professor W. Stephen Smith-  2012
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY - Kodaly Certification Program - 120 HOURS, 2013
HAWAII OPERA THEATER - Young Artist - Mae Z. Orvis Young Artists Program, 2006-2009
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF MUSICAL STUDIES - Graz, Austria, 2006 
NEW JERSEY OPERA THEATER - Young Artist, 2004
PRINCIPAL TEACHERS INCLUDE: W. Stephen Smith, Carolann Page, Dianna Heldman
MASTERCLASSES: Sumi Jo, James Morris, Luciana Serra, Edoardo Müller

HONORS
SUMMA CUM LAUDE (4.0 GPA) NYU Master of Music, 2011
GRADUATE STUDENT OF THE YEAR, NYU Classical Voice Performance Program, 2011
MAGNA CUM LAUDE, NYU Bachelors of Music, 2004
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT OF THE YEAR, NYU Classical Voice Performance Program, 2004

MEDIA
“Quia Respexit”
BACH MAGNIFICAT BWV 243
Concordia University Choir - 2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUMfgxHvoBI

“Laudate dominum”
MOZART VESPERS K. 339,  
Concordia University Choir - 2015
https://youtu.be/C9Q3h57BrOY

“Laudamus te”
MASS IN C MINOR K.427
2018
https://youtu.be/_7ogN8aCMaM?si=uqRD0wI0hM5h7FMJ




REFERENCES

Jenny Ohrstrom
Soprano and Voice Faculty - Concordia Univsersity
E: jenny.ohrstrom@concordia.edu P:713-992-7408

Shelley Schneider
Mezzo-Soprano and Voice Faculty - Lipscomb University
E: shelley.schneider@lipscomb.edu  P: 832-289-1362

John Proft
Baritone and Voice Faculty - Austin Community College
E: johnproft@gmail.com P: 214-517-1541



Abigail Pena, soprano		
abigail.pena@concordia.edu | 732-857-6619

ROLES AND SYMPHONIC EXPERIENCE
Soloist			The Messiah (Handel)				First United Methodist Georgetown, TX 2024
Soloist			Faculty Recital Series (Bach)			Concordia University Texas		2023
Soloist			Lord Nelson Mass (Haydn)			Concordia University Chorus		2023
Soprano 		All Night Vigil (Rachmaninoff)			Texas Bach Festival			2022
Soloist			Magnificat, BWV 243 (Bach)			Concordia University Chorus		2021
Soloist			Faculty Recital Series (Mozart, Schubert)	Concordia University Texas		2020
Soloist			Faculty Recital Series (Handel, Bach)	             Concordia University Texas		2018
Soloist			Faculty Recital Series (Liszt, Massenet)	             Concordia University Texas		2017
Soloist			Requiem, Op.48 (Fauré)			             Concordia University Chorus	             2016
Soloist			Faculty Recital Series (MT standards)	             Concordia University Texas		2016
Soloist			Vesperae solennes de confessore (Mozart)	Concordia University Chorus		2015
Soloist			TMEA Region Concert			             Westlake Performing Arts 		2014
Soloist			L’arte del Belcanto Festival (Puccini)		Teatro Della Muse, Italy		             2011
Soloist			Liebeslieder Waltzes-A dramatic staging	            The Players Theatre, NYC		2010
Soloist			NYU - Benefit Gala (Mozart)			The Skirball Center, NYC		2010
Fiordiligi		Così fan tutte					Loewe Theatre, NYU			2010
Soloist			Honolulu Symphony-YAP Series (Rossini)          Blaisdell Concert Hall, HI		2009
Madrigal Singer	             Manon Lescaut				             Hawaii Opera Theater			2009
Ensemble		Roméo et Juliette				Hawaii Opera Theatre			2008
Ensemble		Madama Butterfly				Hawaii Opera Theatre			2007
Soloist			AIMS Festival Orchestra (Verdi) 		Graz, Austria				2006
Soloist			AIMS Festival Recital Series (Mozart)	             Odilien-Institut, Graz, Austria		2006
Mrs. Herring		Albert Herring					New Jersey Opera Theatre		2004
Witch			Hansel and Gretel				New York University			2004
Meg			Little Women (Adamo)			             Bay Area Opera Theatre		             2003
Fiona			Brigadoon					New Jersey PAC			2000	



MEDIA
BACH MAGNIFICAT, ‘Quia Respexit,’ BWV 243
Concordia University Chorus - 2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUMfgxHvoBI


TEACHERS			COACHES		DIRECTORS		CONDUCTORS
W. Stephen Smith		Kristin Roach		Jay Lesenger		Marco Armiliato	
Carolann Page		             Jorge Parodi		William Wesbrooks	Edoardo Müller		            Elizabeth Blancke-Biggs	Grant Wenaus		Michael Rau		Daniel Beckwith
Luciana Serra	               	Mark Morash		
Dianna Heldman		Michael Recchiuti
	
